
Abstract deadline

deadline for abstracts
3 June 2005

Abstract format

New sessions

Proposed sessions

Themes

The programme and timetable for the 40
Annual Congress is taking shape but we
need your abstracts in order to finalise the
timetable! For all of you who haven't yet
registered or sent in your abstracts, the

has been moved to
Friday, .

Registration forms are available on the
website, or contact Richard Hurt using the
details below.

The format for abstracts can be found on the
website, or contact Richard Hurt at the details
below. Abstracts should be written in
accepted scientific style and should report the
important results of your research or
thinking, without references. The final
editing will be carried out by the Congress
organisers.

Three exciting sessions have been finalised:
Sigrun Amman is coordinating a symposium
on endophyte in pastures, to which farmers
have been specially invited. Susi Vetter is
coordinating a series of presentations and a
discussion around the kinds of knowledge
required for successful intervention in
communal rangelands; and Christo Fabricius
has arranged a series of presentations and
discussion on complex adaptive systems.
Further details of these sessions can be found
in this issue of

A number of other possible sessions have
been proposed, but need to be finalised. If
you have any ideas of your own, contact:

Alan Short
Email:Alan.Short@dae.kzntl.gov.za
Tel: 033 3559 204
Cell: 072 372 9099
Fax: 033 355 9605

The organisers will be flexible in their
arrangement of sub themes within the main
themes, according to the contributions of

th

Grassroots.

workers. As examples, some possible sub-
themes within the main themes are:

- forage assessment & fodder flow
planning

- alternative & supplementary forages
(pastures, agroforestry)

- fodder crop improvement
- evaluation & monitoring of resources
- production, forage quality
- animal & vegetation management
- rehabilitation

- assessment & monitoring of diversity
(fauna & flora)

- function & value of diversity
- critical ecosystem processes (plant,

community, landscape, regional)
- the hydrology of rangeland catchments
- models for rangeland conservation

(conservancy to trans-frontier parks)
- Management of biological invasions
- Scale related issues (point, plot,

landscape, regional)

- environmental impact assessment for
development

- invas ion & (re)se t t lement of
rangelands

- social/community aspects of rangeland
management

Papers that address broad issues within the
context of a theme, or present the results of
research in a broader context, will be
accepted to be presented as platform
presentations. Other papers will be accepted
as poster papers, provided they meet
accepted standards of language and science.
The aim of this Congress is to have strong
representation from diverse interest groups
involved in rangelands and pastures, both in
the posters and the platform presentations.

For more details, contact:

Richard Hurt
e-mail: rich@mindmap.co.za
Tel: 033 345 3146 / 082 887 1082
Fax 033 394 6687

Or see our website: www.gssa.co.za

1. Rangelands providing forage for
livestock and wildlife

2. Rangelands for biodiversity conservation
and ecosystem maintenance

3. Rangelands for people and development
(settlement and urban expansion)

Contact
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Will endophytes control insect damage
and improve pasture persistence?

You are invited to attend an Endophyte in Pastures Symposium

Hosted by GSSA Congress 40

Thursday 21 July 2005
09:30 at Kapenta Bay Hotel, Port Shepstone

What are endophytes?
Endophyte infection of perennial ryegrass and tall fescue pastures to minimize insect damage is
of major importance overseas and is becoming an increasingly relevant topic of discussion and
debate in the pasture industry in South Africa. There is, however, very limited knowledge in
South Africa about endophyte in pastures, the chemicals they produce and their potential
negative effects on animal health. Likewise the knowledge of insects in pastures is scant.

The taking place during the GSSA Congress
40, is to bring together as much information about this topic as possible. Most importantly we
need to start the discussion process on endophyte in pastures, the associated insect control
and animal health implications to determine and prioritise the knowledge gaps on endophyte for
South African pastures.

· : 08:00 to 09:30
R150 includes tea and lunch

· 09:30
· 11:30 to 12:00
· 12:00 to 13:00
· 13:00

Chair of Centre for Plant Health Management, Dept of Plant Sciences, University of the
Free State

purpose of the Endophyte in Pastures Symposium,

We are calling all pasture farmers, advisors, extension officers, pasture and animal
scientists to participate in this Symposium. Your attendance is essential.

Registration

Symposium starts
Tea
Symposium continues (discussion)
Lunch

Chairperson: Prof Wijnand Swart

Endophyte in pastures Symposium programme:

1. Sigrun Ammann
2. Prof Wijnand Swart
3. Dave Goodenough
4. Frank Weitz
5. Prof Schalk Louw
6.

7.

Introduction: aims of the symposium
Endophyte in pastures
Review of endophytes in tall fescue
Insects in pastures in the Tsitsikamma
Insects and endophytes in pastures
Ryegrass endophyte: the past, the present
and the possible future in South Africa
Discussion

Jan Coetzer, Agricol

To register contact:

Richard Hurt

e-mail: rich@mindmap.co.za

Tel: 033 345 3146 /082 887 1082

Fax 033 394 6687

***** SEE NEXT PAGE FOR REGISTRATION FORM *****

(Free for Congress Delegates)
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ENDOPHYTE SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION FORM
Copy and fax or e-mail to Richard Hurt at

e-mail: rich@mindmap.co.za
Tel: 033 345 3146 / 082 887 1082, Fax 033 394 6687

(Free for Congress Delegates)

Christo Fabricius, Harry Biggs, David
Cumming, James Gambiza, Line Gordon and
Tim Lynam

At a round-table discussion on 9 November
2004 at Morgan Bay near East London, the
above group of researchers and practitioners
undertook to promote the sharing of lessons
about managing complex adaptive systems
in southern Africa. We agreed to stimulate
this through, amongst others, publications,
symposium presentations and training
courses.

Title: Initials: No. of people attending (R150pp)

Surname

Attend Endophyte Symposium on Thursday 21 July 2005 at Kapenta Bay Hotel

Address:

City: Postal Code: Country:

Tel: Fax: Cell:

E-mail:

One of the activities identified was to
propose a 3-4 hour panel or 'mini-workshop'
on Complex Adaptive Systems management
at the next GSSA meeting in Port Shepstone,
18-22 July 2005. Potential panel participants
include Harry Biggs, David Cumming,
Christo Fabricius, James Gambiza, Tim
Lynam (the Morgan's Bay round-table
members), and other scholars such as Nicky
Allsopp, Richard Cowling, Howard
Hendricks, Kevin Rogers, Susi Vetter and
Coleen Vogel.

The study and management of complex
adaptive systems addresses the challenge to
a) understand systems that are highly
dynamic and ecological events that are often
unpredictable, b) develop concepts and
models to strengthen the co-management of
natural resources; c) adaptively manage
social-ecological systems, and d) merge an
array of knowledge systems to develop new
insights into complex systems management.
There is a need to strengthen this 'community
of practice' by identifying opportunities for
regional and international networking, and

Background
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hence a need to formulate a plan of action.
Importantly, there is also a need to
disseminate some of the the practical and
theoretical insights gained up until now, to
highlight the value and importance of
understanding complex adaptive systems in
southernAfrica.

The characteristics of complex adaptive
systems in a southernAfrican context are:

* As in many other places in the world,
social and ecological components that
are highly interconnected. History,
politics, culture and management
systems in southern Africa are
inextricably linked, and form a complex
web of causal i t ies , responses ,
interventions and feedbacks which is not
only difficult, but also undesirable, to
disaggregate.

* As in many developing rural countries,
there are in most of Africa, usually only
short links between consumers of
ecosystem services, and the resource
base. Millions of people in southern
Africa live in, and depend directly on
ecosystems for thei r survival .
Ecosystems and their services in rural
areas are the cornerstones of social
capital, and compensate for the lack of
financial capital in people's livelihoods.

* What seems more characteristic of

Africa per se is the combination of high

variability (e.g. hydrometeorologically,

this being one of the chief drivers in the

system), high uncertainty, and the many,

and frequent, surprise events such as

droughts, floods, fires, epidemics, social

unrest, policy change, economic

fluctuations and power shifts taking

place in the sub-region. There are also

many uncertainties around population

trends , HIV/AIDS project ions ,

economic growth rates, climatic change

and policy evolution in the sub-region.

This signals an unpredictable but

exciting range of plausible futures for the

sub-region and high disparities in the

wealth, formal levels of education,

health and access to resources, both

within groups and between them.

* As a consequence high, but variable,
levels of resilience, transformability and
adaptability underpin the outcomes of
complex processes. Social and
ecological processes are in a constant
state of flux, and formal and informal
institutions are sometimes very flexible
and unpredictable.

* Thus the manager's challenge is to deal

with complex adaptive systems which

are highly variable in space and over

time, social processes and institutions

that appear to be in a state of 'disorder',

institutional flexibility and adaptability

which makes formal co-management

particularly challenging, and adapt to

covert layers of social and institutional

organization that are often obscure to

outsiders. This is further complicated by

weak capacities in most formal

management agencies to engage with

and understand these complex

processes.

These characteristics highlight and bring to

the fore the importance of understanding

complex adaptive systems management in

southern Africa. Southern Africa is ready for

conceptual and practical contributions and

interventions that would increase its

resilience, and with the system in the state

described above, it is feasible that correctly-

timed and appropriate interventions could go

a long way.

In 2004 the need was identified to broaden

and strengthen the existing community of

pract ice by engaging l ike-minded

individuals in South Africa, thereby

catalyzing the Morgan's Bay round-table.

The reasons for strengthening a community

of practice in complex adaptive systems

understanding and management in southern

Africa are that:

Why strengthen studies and experiments

in complex adaptive systems

management?
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* We are enthusiastically looking for new
challenges, intellectual stimulation and
opportunities to enjoy participating
meaningfully - with a fresh and useful
mindset - in many of the intriguing
places inAfrica;

* Southern African scholars and
practitioners have important theoretical
and practical insights to share with the
global resilience community;

* We would like to share theoretical and
practical lessons through case studies
where social-ecological systems are in a
constant state of flux and re-
organization;

* We would like to make a positive
difference to the way complex adaptive
systems are being managed. In
particular, we would like to contribute
new perspectives on sustainable
development in the southern African
context, particularly sustainable
development that addresses the
challenge of high uncertainty, built-in
adaptability and the need to strengthen
the region's capacity to deal with
frequent change, shocks and surprise;

* We have exciting ideas to share with
managers.

* Incorporate stakeholder views, and make

use of multiple sources of information

* Influence and interact meaningfully with

stakeholders

* Manage the expectations of stakeholders

with different mental models, values and

preferences.

* Bargain for the space to manage

adaptively.

* Realize that management of complex

adaptive systems is a political process,

and that many of the slow variables are

political in origin.

* Learn, understand and deal with different

versions of 'the truth' about complex

Some of the key challenges which the

group would like to address, are how to:

adaptive systems.

* Experiment with and learn about
strategies and tactics for: walking the

tight-rope between policy compliance
and creative adaptive management;
deciding when and where to use which
management approach; getting the
timing right; and keeping the transaction
costs of adaptive co-management
appropriate, usually low.

GSSA Congress 40, Kapenta Bay,
Port Shepstone

Thursday 21 July

Presentations: 8:00-10:00

Facilitated discussion: 13:30-15:00

Email: C.Fabricius@ru.ac.za

Tel 083 6318828

Fax 046 6226242

e-mail: rich@mindmap.co.za

Tel: 033 345 3146 / 082 887 1082

Fax 033 394 6687

Venue:

Date:

Time:

Contact:

st

Christo Fabricius

Richard Hurt

The 2005 Congress is rapidly approaching,
and the Limpopo Province delegates have the
2006 Congress well in hand. The time is
coming to choose a location for the 42
GSSACongress in 2007.

We are calling for bids to host the 42 Annual
Congress of the GSSA in 2007. Please
submit your proposals to the GSSA
Administrator at the contact details below
before the end of June.

PO Box 41
Hilton
Pietermaritzburg
3245
SouthAfrica
email:admin@gssa.co.za
Cell: +27 (0)83 256 7202
Tel: +27 (0)33 390 3113
Fax: +27 (0)33 390 3113

nd

nd

Freyni du Toit
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Background

The aims of this session are:

There are two components to this session.

There is increasing focus among researchers,
extension services, NGOs and government
departments on livestock development and
resource management in communal
rangelands. A considerable amount of
research in a variety of disciplines has been
done in South African communal rangelands
since the early 1990s, and there is also an
increasing body of experience in
development projects of various kinds.
Despite this accumulation of data and a better
understanding of the ecological, economic
and social aspects of communal rangelands,
most development and resource management
interventions are based on commercial
models of improving veld condition and
animal productivity. Although an increased
emphasis has been placed on participatory
methods in recent years, the development
and research agenda is still largely driven by
traditional agricultural approaches. The lack
of success of many of these interventions and
the low rate of adoption of new technologies
and management practices by the
communities suggests that there is a need to
review our understanding of the way
communal rangelands work and to think
more carefully about the reasons why current
interventions very often fail.

- To review current knowledge of the
objectives and practices of livestock
keepers in communal areas and the
constraints they face.

- To review types of interventions in
communal areas and the reasons for
successes and failures.

- In the light of the above, to identify
crucial gaps in our knowledge and also to
propose appropriate directions for
interventions.

The first part is a regular congress session of
papers followed by discussion. The plan is to
prepare platform papers, possibly with

perspectives from different regions, around
the following themes:

1. Livestock production in communal
rangelands: what are people's objectives,
practices, needs and constraints? What is
the scope for interventions and
improvements?

2. Natural resource management in
communal rangelands: what practices
and institutions are in place? What are
people trying to do, and what are the
constraints? What interventions have
been attempted, what has the success
been?

3. What is the state of communal
rangelands in South Africa? What are
appropriate ways of assessing the
condition of communal rangelands? Is it
necessary to improve resource
management in communal areas?

Relevant research papers may also be
included in this session.

The second part is an intensive workshop to
produce a document aimed at policy makers
and relevant government departments
synthesizing the outcomes of the discussions.
The aim is to produce an informative
document focusing on how the success of
interventions can be improved in communal
areas.

Suggestions on the format and issues
addressed are welcome. People interested in
contributing to the review papers and other
aspects of the session should contact Susi at
the address below.

GSSA Congress 40, Kapenta Bay,
Port Shepstone
Thursday 21 July
Presentations: 10:30-12:30
Facilitated discussion: 15:30-17:00

Susi Vetter
Email: s.vetter@ru.ac.za
Richard Hurt
e-mail: rich@mindmap.co.za
Tel: 033 345 3146 / 082 887 1082
Fax 033 394 6687

Venue:

Date:
Time:

Contact:

st

Co-ordinator: Susi Vetter.
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